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Auckland Region Tracks Update – August 23rd , 2021 
 
From correspondence between Stu Leighton – Auckland Council senior ranger – Kauri 
Dieback, and Tony Walton, Auckland Tramping Club and FMC executive member. 
 
Changes since June are highlighted yellow 
 
Recent Track Reopenings 
Omanawanui 
Karamatura, Puriri Ridge to Mt Donald Maclean 
Cutty Grass 
 
Open Tracks Map 
 
Current Work In Progress 
 
Fairy Falls  Design and construction of a new structure 
   First stage – access to / from Scenic Drive 
   Work is now underway 
 
Gibbons and Muir work completed to be reopened when the work on the Pararaha 

Valley is completed 
 
Pararaha Valley Structure work complete. Small sections of connecting track to be 

upgraded when possible. This work is expected to be completed in 
a few weeks. 

 
Con Bryan Track, Huia Completed - open to public  
 
Waharau Red Loop, Hunua Regional Park.  

Work complete will a new gate at top end was to be installed last 
week and then track could open will happen after lockdown lifts. 

 
Fenceline Track Upgrade in progress 
 
Auckland City Walk Upgrade in progress 
 
Upcoming Work (Next few months) 
 
Wairoa Cossey Hunua Regional Park. Only one part of the track has a kauri tree, 

so is planned for an upgrade in that area only, which should 
happen in the next few months. Reopening is also subject to 
completion of deer control in the area. 

 
Possible Plans for Next Summer 
 
Kuataika / Houghton 
Zion Hill / Buck Taylor (lower) 
Auckland City Walk 
Fenceline / Long Road / Whatatiri 
 
And Beyond 
Possibly Upper Kauri 

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/plants-animals/protect-trees-disease/protect-our-kauri-trees/opentracksmaps/waitakere-ranges-open-tracks-map.pdf
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Re-routed Hillary Trail start from Arataki to Huia via Slip, dam roads, Parau, Panto, 
Spragg monument, Kakamatua (Some of this requires in progress resource consents 
for new track alignments) 
 
Future Plans 
The RPMP review process is likely to support / lead to the next round of public 
consultations on the other temporarily closed tracks to build up a further 5 years’ work 
plan. This will be supported by the development of an assessment tool for evaluating 
tracks against a number of values. 
 
Assisting in the prioritisation process will be an assessment of the relative recreation 
value for tracks – tracks providing linkages and longer loops will likely have a higher 
relative value.  
 
The north west part of the Hunua Regional Park is considered high potential for 
development to provide longer trails for biking and tramping. 
 
Funding 
The current work is being funded by the NETR (Natural Environment Targeted Rate). 
This funding will last until 2028, although the capital spend component of this has been 
loaded nearer the start of the period, with more maintenance activity being towards the 
end. 
 
Biosecurity Work Impacts 
The biosecurity team’s KDB distribution research results will contribute to refining the 
work programme and methods – their advice on suitable tracks and methods for 
upgrades will be important.     
 
Track Upgrade Methods 
There has been an adaptive learning process on the track upgrade materials and 
methods. Key factors include 

1. Which type of metal works best and where 
2. Refining what is required on slopes – steps vs metalling 
3. Higher use tracks require more heavy duty work 

 
A robust maintenance schedule is being implemented to ensure that vegetation is 
controlled and that drains are cleared regularly on the upgraded tracks 
 
Hunua Regional Park 
Because of a lower kauri distribution, there are tracks in the Hunua Ranges that are 
non kauri tracks. 
 
A biosecurity survey of the Hunua Park is expected to be started after the Waitakere 
Ranges is completed. 
 
Other Regional Parks 
Some smaller kauri protection measures have been completed at 

 Tawharanui - Ecology Trail 

 Shakespear 

 Glenfern (Aotea / Great Barrier) 

 Wenderhom 
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Other Notes 
1. The National Pest Management Plan for Kauri is getting close to implementation 
2. There is a good working relationship between Auckland Council and Te Kawerau a 

Maki, working in partnership to ensure the programme is supportive of both kauri 
and overall forest health 

3. Contractors are engaged at present on an extensive pig hunting activity in the 
Waitakere Regional Park 

 
 


