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Club Contacts 

President: 
Tony Walton ( 630 2591 
president@aucktramping.org.nz 

Secretary: 
David Holl ( 309 4906 
secretary@aucktramping.org.nz 

Treasurer: 
Michael Champion ( 027 225 4451 
treasurer@aucktramping.org.nz 

Trips Co-ordinator:  
Andrew Murdoch ( 021 489 206 
trips@aucktramping.org.nz 

Sunday Trips: 
Russell Allen ( 276 8770  
russell_allen84@hotmail.com 

Weekend Trips: 
Margaret Law  ( 021 255 4124 
margaret.j.law@gmail.com 

Wednesday Trips: 
Linda Webber ( 817 5111 

Transport & Equipment: 
Keith Ayton ( 630 7010 
transport@aucktramping.org.nz 

Membership Admin 
Liz Ware  ( 524 7409 
membership@aucktramping.org.nz 

Distribution: 
Colin Wright ( 620 6713 
distribution@aucktramping.org.nz 

Wanderlust Editor: 
Dennis Brown ( 620 0144 
wanderlust@aucktramping.org.nz 

Website: 
Tony Walton ( 630 2591 
website@aucktramping.org.nz  

Social Convenor: 
Chris Burnett ( 521 6200 
burnett@eo.net.nz 

Huts Co-ordinator: 
Robin Houston ( 817 7849 
huts@aucktramping.org.nz 

Ngaro Te Kotare Hut: 
John Dalley ( 827 4325 
nkhut@aucktramping.org.nz 

No calls after 9.00pm please 
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In this issue  

The deadline for the February 2019 
Wanderlust is Friday 18 January.  

Please send contributions to 
wanderlust@aucktramping.org.nz 
with Wanderlust as the subject.  

The deadlines for contributions each 
month can be viewed here. 

 

The deadlines for 
contributions each 
month can be viewed at: 

mailto:membership@aucktramping.org.nz
mailto:website@aucktramping.org.nz
mailto:burnett@eo.net.nz
mailto:wanderlust@aucktramping.org.nz
https://www.aucktramping.org.nz/index.php/news/wanderlusts
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End of Year Get Together 
RYDERS CINEMA, THURSDAY 6TH OF DECEMBER 
Meal and BYO with our own scintillating company followed by the film In 
Bruges. Any comedy based in the best-preserved medieval city in Belgium 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŀƎƭƛƴŜ άShoot first, sightsee laterέ 
has got to be good, right! 

Time: Venue open 6.30 pm for a 7.00 
pm start 

Address: Ryders Cinema, 177 Riversdale 
Rd, Avondale 

Cost: Approx. $30 per person (to be 
confirmed). Pay on the night. 

Register: Chris Burnett burnett@eo.net.nz  

See you there! 

 
 

Veterans Christmas Lunch  
Date: Saturday 1 December 
Where: Iona Presbyterian Church Hall 
Cost: $5 pp with Lucky Door Prize 
Time: 11.30am ς 12.30pm Happy Hour (fruit juice provided) 
 12.30 Lunch (tea, coffee served) 
Provided: Fruit juice, tea, coffee 
Bring: A plate of Christmas fare, savoury or sweet to share, plates 

and cutlery 
Meet up with past and present members to reminisce and chat about 
trips and safari enjoyed over the years and catch up with present news. 

Enquiries: Pauline Lawes ( 473 9719 
 Anne Sanders ( 623 3379 

Please pass this invitation on to ex members who no longer receive the 
Wanderlust... The more the merrier! 

 
 
  

Social Scene 

Club nights 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ bŜȄǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ς details later. 

The deadlines for contributions each 
month can be viewed at: 
www.aucktramping.org.nz Ą News Ą 

mailto:burnett@eo.net.nz
http://www.aucktramping.org.nz/
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Wednesday Trips  Notice 
Due to the difficulties in finding walks with shade during summer, there 
will NOT be any Wednesday trips during January 2019.  

The first for the year will be 13 February 2019 starting with the Wairoa 
area in the Hunuas. 

Linda Webber 
Wednesday Group Convenor 

 
 

On yer bike!  
The Motu Trails mountain biking trip options for 
early April are out. And they look great! 

See page 17 ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
interested.  

 

 

 

NEW WEEKEND TRIP BOOKING RULES ɀ Please read! 
Well, maybe not new, but we need to clarify to avoid overbookings and 
people inadvertently missing out. 

To get on a weekend trip you must do three things: 

1. Contact the trip leader and get his/her Ok for you to join that trip. 
THIS DOES NOT GET YOU ON THE TRIP! Nope, not even close. 

2. Register on our website using the form on the ǘǊƛǇΩǎ description page. 
YOU ARE STILL NOT ON THE TRIP. bƻǇŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊΦ 
(any issues with the form, contact the Bookings bloke, Dennis Brown, 
ph 6200144 or e-mail bookings@aucktramping.org.nz) 

3. Pay the trip fee into our Club account, quoting your name, the trip 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ άǿŜŜƪŜƴŘέΥ лн-0100-0024675-00 

CONGRATULATIONS! ̧ ƻǳΩre on the trip. 

  

Trip News  

mailto:bookings@aucktramping.org.nz
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Got a week to spare? 
The Easter/Anzac extended trip is now open.  

8 - 10 days of Northern RuahinesΩ bliss ς tops, rivers and adventure into 
places few trampers ever visit. 

See page 18, and ŘƻƴΩt delay ς party numbers will be kept small. 

 

 

 

 

Kitekite Track re -opening in sight  
Auckland Council is working towards re-opening the 
Kitekite Track at Piha.  

New boardwalks, steps, box edging and further drainage 
work is still required on parts of the track. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
contractors and Council staff with this work on Tuesday 4 
and Wednesday 5 December. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩre interested, contact Sarah Cosio of Council 
Regional Parks on 027 801 1569 or 
Sarah.Cosio@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz.  

 
 

Kaimai k auri mitigation ɀ temporary track closures   
The first round of track upgrades to prevent the spread of kauri dieback in 
the Kaimais has begun. 

The following tracks have been temporarily closed, and with work 
expected to take 3-4 months to complete, are projected to re-open in 
mid-February 2019: 
¶ Dickey Flat to Dean Track 
¶ Lindemanns Loop Track 
¶ Mangakino Pack Track from DalyΩǎ Clearing junction to Mangakino 

Shelter 
 
Helicopters have flown in aggregate, tools, timber, other track materials 
and even a small portable hut to accommodate the contractors ς who 
ǎŀƛŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƴŜǿ Ƙǳǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YŀƛƳŀƛǎΗ   

News and Views 

Kitekite Falls 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/link/b6dc37788d934f2099747d6cf0e30545.aspx
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December  
Nov 30 - Dec 2 Kokako protection programme  
December 1 ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƭǳƴŎƘ 
December 2 Sunday Tramp ς Hunuas 
December 6 ATC Christmas Party at Ryders Cinema 
December 7-9 Weekend Tramp ς Coromandel 
December 9 Sunday Tramp ς Wainamu Lake 
December 12 Wednesday Tramp ς Titirangi area 
December 14-16 ATC Kaimai Work Weekend (to be confirmed) 
December 15-16 Weekend Day Trips ς Mt Pirongia, Mt Karioi  
December 27 Christmas trips start ς Dusky; Mavora / Greenstone 

/ Caples; 5 Passes; Mt Titiroa 
January 2019 
January 13 Sunday Tramp ς Waiheke Island 
January 20 Sunday Tramp ς Muriwai 
January 25-28 Weekend Trip ς Tuhua (Mayor Island) 
 
February 
February 3 Sunday Tramp ς Dome Forest Walkway 
February 9-10 Weekend Day Trips ς Coromandel  
February 13 Wednesday Tramp ς Hunuas (Wairoa) 
February 16 Interim trips start ς Landsborough / Karangarua; 

South Westland; Hopkins / Huxley 
February 22-24 Weekend Trip ς Rangitoto / Motutapu 
 
March 
March 2 Safari 2019 starts ς South Island 
Details subject to change. 

  

Your ATC Diary 
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To join a day 
trip  
Just meet at the 

departure point - you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪΦ 

If this is your first trip 
with the club, please 
phone the leader 
beforehand for advice. 

 

 

Sunday 2 December ɀ Hunuas: 
Mangatawhiri Reservoir, E rnies Track  
Medium Climb up to dam, then up Lilburne Road to 
Ernies track with great views over the Hunuas and 
beyond, drop steeply down Ernies track, cross the 
stream at end of reservoir and back down Waterline 
Road to carpark. A nice mix of open tracks and bush. 
Takes 5-6 hrs 
Leader:   Terry Chubb ( 940 7453 or 021 870158 

Long Same as for Medium trip but add on Rata Ridge track. 
Leader:  Choose on the day depending on who turns up 

Transport: Club bus 
Driver: Marilyn Best 
Destination: End of Moumoukai Rd, Hunua  
Departure: 8.30am  Club garage, 31 Sandringham Rd, behind Mobil 
 8.45am Marewa Rd, Greenlane, behind Countdown 
Cost: $10 members, $15 non-members 
 
 

Sunday 9 December ɀ Wainamu Lake - EASY DAY 
This is an easy day walk around the attractive Lake Wainamu and over the 
sand dunes followed by a circuit including the start of the Te Henga 
²ŀƭƪǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ hΩbŜƛƭƭ Bay and around the beach past the Surf Club 
back to the bus. 

Leader: Liz Ware ( 524 7409 
Transport: Private cars       
Destination: Bethells Rd, start of Wainamu 

walkway 
Departure: 8.30am  Club garage, 31 

Sandringham Rd, behind Mobil 
Cost: $10 to driver  
 
 
 

  

Day trips programme  

Lake Wainamu sand dunes 
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Chains on Mt Karioi 

Wednesday 12 December 2018 ɀ Titirangi Area  
Beveridge track, out to Huia Rd and onto Woodlands Park, Minehaha Ave 
and back to Huia Rd, Landing Rd, staircase track to South Titirangi, roads 
and reserves to Titirangi Village, Kohu Rd, Mt Atkinson, Exhibition Drive 
back to Arataki. 

Leader: Linda Webber (  817 5111 
Transport: Private cars 
Meet: 9.45am Arataki Visitor Centre (300 Scenic Drive) 
Note:  Shorter/Alternative option available 
 
 

Saturday  15 and Sunday 16 December ɀ Pirongia 
and Karioi  
This is a two day event with camping or accommodation overnight at 
Raglan Holiday Park 07 825 8283. 

Saturday ς Mt Pirongia 
Long Starting from Corcoran Rd head up the Tirohanga track to Ruapane 
then traverse an undulating ridge past the Tirohanga Bluff up to the 
summit. Reverse back to the Ruapane track and down to Waite Rd. 7 hrs. 
Leader: Russell Allen ( 09 276 8770 or 0210480380 

Medium As above but peeling off onto Ruapane track to bus on Waite Rd. 
Time 3 - 4 hours. There is the possibility of going further up Tirohanga, 
but not to the top. 
Leader: TBA  

Start time for both walks is 10.30am 

Accommodation is either camping at Raglan Holiday Park or book cabin 
accommodation for yourselves 07 825 8283. 

Sunday ς Mt Karioi 
Medium/Hard Starting at the Te Toto Gorge on 
Whaanga Rd take the steep scenic track to the lookout 
and on to the summit, 756m. Chains and ladders 
available to help on rocky outcrops. Continue down on 
the Wairaki track to Karioi Rd, 6 hours 
Leader: Russell Allen ( 09 276 8770 or 

0210480380 

Medium Starting as above going up to the lookout then 
returning. Time 5 hours 
Leader: TBA, probably driver. 
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Start time for both walks is 9.00am, bus leaves campsite at 8.30am. 

Departure: 8.00am Club garage, 31 Sandringham Rd, behind Mobil 
Transport: Club bus  
Driver: Keith Ayton 
Return: If all goes well, by 7.30pm on Sunday, assuming no major 

traffic problems. Will stop for a half hour meal break on the 
way back. 

Cost: For bus: $45 members, $60 non-members. Pay on the bus. 
Note: It would be very helpful to let Russell know if you intend 

coming so we have some idea of numbers: 
 E-mail russellallen8484@gmail.com or text 0210480380 
 
 

Sunday 23 December ɀ no Sunday tramp  
 

Sunday 30 December ɀ no Sunday tramp  
 

Sunday 6 January ɀ no Sunday tramp  
 
 

Sunday 13 January 2019 ɀ Waiheke Island  
This is an annual feature; Jim offers not only a good walk but tea etc at 
the end. 

Medium We take the Rocky Bay bus to the end of the run. Walking to 
Whakanewha Beach, Nikau Track to Cascade waterfalls for lunch. 
Afternoon: Trig Hill and Onetangi Forest and Bird Reserve to Onetangi 
.ŜŀŎƘΣ ǘƻ ά/ƘŀǘŜŀǳ aƻǊǊƻǿέ ŦƻǊ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘŜŀΦ ¢ƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎΦ 

Leader: Jim Morrow (  Mob 021 264 6085 
Transport: Fullers ferry, Auckland via Devonport 
Destination: Terminal on Waiheke where Jim will meet the party. 
Departure: 9.00am from Auckland ferry terminal 
Return: Buses leave Onetangi one hour prior to ferry sailing, every 

half hour, so no need to hurry away ς enjoy! 
 Note that only the 4.00 pm and 6.00 pm ferries go via 

Devonport 
Cost: Fares: Gold Cards free Ferry return: $38.00 
 Bus: $3.50 cash each way: $1.85 each way with Hop Card. 
  

mailto:russellallen8484@gmail.com
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Sunday 20 January 2018  ɀ Muriwai  
This is intended to be an easy introduction to tramping for those who 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦ  Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ŏǳǘ shorter if you want. 

Easy Visit the gannet colony ς they will be busy feeding their young and it 
is a fantastic sight (if a bit smelly) on the rocky ledges of the west coast. 
Binoculars useful. 

Then we head up through bush towards Oaia Rd, then backtrack into 
Muriwai. Take the Coast Rd until it turns towards the beach (horse 
boxes), continue along the road until the second track on the right into 
the forest. Follow this until Pulpit Rock Rd, follow towards the beach. 
Make your way onto the beach. A good walk along the wild west coast 
beach brings us to the car park and maybe ice creams! Time: 3 hours. 

Leader: Liz Ware ( 524 7409 
Transport:  Club Bus 
Driver: Marilyn Best 
Destination:  Muriwai car park 
Departure: 8.30am Club garage, 31 Sandringham Rd, behind Mobil 
 9.20am at Muriwai car park (depart on tramp 9.30am) 
Cost: $10 members, $15 non-members 
 
 

Sunday 27 January ɀ no Sunday tramp  
 
 

Sunday 3 February : Te Araroa ɀ Dome Forest 
Walkway  
Medium Travel north to south down this forested section of the Te 
Araroa Walkway in the hills behind Matakana. After the drop off on 
Govan Wilson Road we walk past Conical Peak, and then take the track 

down through the forest to Waiwhiu 
Stream, which is followed for 
a while before being crossed onto a 
forestry road.  

From there it is a solid climb up to the 
point where we enter the forest again. 
Then it is gentle ups and downs with 
occasional views out to the coast, before 
entering the Waiwhiu kauri grove. Here 
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Pimelea tormentosa 

20 mature kauri of up to 4 m girth hint at the forest's original 
magnificence. Continuing on, we climb to the Dome summit, and then 
drop down gradually to finish at the Dome Tearooms, with time for a 
coffee and a bite to eat before we return to Auckland. Reasonable fitness 
required - 5 to 6 hours. 

Leader:  Russell Allen ( 09 276 8770 or 0210480380 

Short Stay with the driver and drive via Matakana to the Dome carpark. 
Walk up into the Dome Forest, over The Dome, and as far as the Waiwhiu 
Kauri Grove, before returning the same way to the bus and the Tearooms. 

Transport: Club bus 
Driver: Marilyn Best 
Destination: Govan Wilson Road at the start of the walkway 
Departure: 8.30am Club garage, 31 Sandringham Rd, behind Mobil 
 8.45am Des Swann Drive, Takapuna 
Cost: $15 members, $20 non-members 
 
 

Saturday  9 and Sunday 10 February  ɀ Coromandel  
This is a two day event with camping or accommodation overnight at Te 
Puru Holiday Park. 

Saturday 
Long Starting from Collarbone Rd in Thames follow Karaka Track and 
Crosbie Main Range Track to Crosbies Hut for lunch then on to Te Puru 
Track down to Te Puru Creek Rd to camps. The Te Puru Track is quite 
seriously muddy at the top and with a 300m river bash down Te Puru 
Stream with poor markings near the end. However you get a grandstand 
view of a magnificent kauri tree and there are pimelea tomentosa, an 
endangered species on the side of the track. Time: 6 - 7 hours. 
Leader:  Russell Allen ( 09 276 8770 or 0210480380 

Medium As above but peeling off onto Tarau 
Track and back to Tararu Creek Rd just out of 
Thames.  Bus to Te Puru. Time: 3 - 4 hours. 
Leader TBA probably driver (who will 

have an extra 20min walk back 
to the bus). 

Start time for both walks is 10.00am. 

Accommodation is either camping at Te Puru 
Holiday Park or book cabin accommodation 
for yourselves - 07 868 2879.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=pimelea+tomentosa&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjV38fWkdHeAhWIV30KHcyhCk8QkeECCCkoAA
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Sunday 
Long Starting at Waiomu, follow Waiomu Valley Track till it joins Crosbies 
Main Range Track. Past Crosbies Hut, turn onto Wainora Tramping Track 
then south to Whangaiterenga Campsite. Time: 7 - 8 hours. 
Leader: Russell Allen ( 09 276 8770 or 0210480380 

Medium As above but when others join Crossbies Main Ridge Tk, join the 
Te Puru Track (see above) thus completing the circuit. Time: 5 - 6 hours. 
Leader TBA probably driver (who will have an extra 3km walk back 

to the bus). 
Start time for both walks is 8.00am. 

Easy Climb up to the kauri with the others. Enjoy the magnificent trees 
and setting, then return to the road (all on good tracks, 1 - 2 hours), 
follow up with a beach walk. 
Leader: TBA 

Departure 8.00am Club garage, 31 Sandringham Rd, behind Mobil 
Transport Club bus 
Return If all goes well, by 6.00pm on Sunday, assuming no major 

traffic problems. 
Cost For bus: $30 members, $40 non-members. Pay on the bus. 
Note: It would be very helpful to let Russell know if you intend 

coming so we have some idea of numbers: 
 E-mail russellallen8484@gmail.com or text 0210480380 
 
 

Wednesday 13 February 2018 ɀ Hunuas (Wairoa ) 
This is a leisurely walk with some magnificent areas of bush and scenic 
views. 

Starting from the carpark take Wairoa Valley track, go left when coming 
out on the road and then Wairoa Loop track, down to Wairoa Dam and 
then onto Suspension Bridge track back to car park.  

Leader: Russell Allen ( 276 8770 Mob 021 0480 380   
Transport: Club bus 
Driver:  Allen Small ( 846 4794 Mob 021 958 746   
Destination: Carpark off Otau Rd ς off Moumoukai Rd  
Departure: 9.00am Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Rd, Kingsland 
 9.15am cnr of Omahu & Lillington Rds Remuera (off Great 

South Rd)  
 Please Note this pick up point 
Cost: $10 members, $15 non-members. 
Note: Shorter/Alternative option available  

mailto:russellallen8484@gmail.com
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To join a multiday 
trip  
1. Discuss trip with leader - numbers 

are limited.  

2. Register online via the trip 
description page. Any problems, 
contact the Bookings Officer: 
Dennis Brown (  6200144, 
bookings@aucktramping.org.nz 

3. Pay trip fee into Club account:  
02-0100-0024675-00 
Quote your name, trip number 
ŀƴŘ άǿŜŜƪŜƴŘέΦ 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ 
when yƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƭƭ о ǎǘŜǇǎΗ 

 
 

  

Coromandel  Forest Park  ɀ 7-9 December  

Easy/Medium Saturday up Waionora Track 
to main range, west along main range on 
undulating track to Orange Peel Corner, 
continue on to next junction to Crosbies Hut, 
on to hut. Excellent views from hut. Explore 
what is left of Crosbies settlement. 6 hrs. 
Sunday return to last junction, head south 
on Karaka Track all the way to Thames. 5 hrs. 
Leader: Martin Woodhead  

( 575 1329 or 021 397 734 
Make your own booking online for Crosbies 
Hut well in advance. Camp sites available.  

Medium/Fit  MT ROWE, TABLE MOUNTAIN, 
WAIWAWA  
Some of you missed this trip last time so here is your chance to take on 
Table Mountain! 
Saturday up Moss Creek, old track over Mt Rowe, across Table Mountain 
(wet, muddy, overgrown, and in some places no track), descend on old 
track to camp at old Waiwawa Hut site or by the huntersΩ shelter (built 
from old hut!) ς both sites beside Waiwawa River. 9 hrs. 
Sunday up ridge to pt 607, main ridge track to Orange Peel cnr, descend 
to Whangaiteranga Stream/Camp. Walk up Kauaeranga road to bus. 6 hrs. 
Leader:  Andrew Murdoch ( 021 489206 
 email: livingscapes@hotmail.com  

Fit KAUAERANGA - TAIRUA CROSSOVER  

Saturday from Kauaeranga road end, follow track up river past Moss 
Creek track to Kauaeranga Gorge. Scramble/swim up gorge to Pinnacles 
Hut for Saturday night. 8-9 hrs. 
Sunday climb Pinnacles, bush bash into Scott Stream and Second Branch 
of Tairua and out to road at Hikuai. 8-9 hrs. 
Leader:  Jim Morrow (  834 4227 or 021 264 6085 

Multiday trips programme  

mailto:bookings@aucktramping.org.nz
mailto:livingscapes@hotmail.com
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ALMOST FULL! 

Black Lake 

Make your own booking online for Pinnacles Hut well in advance, if you're 
not booked, you may not be allowed into the hut. Camp sites available. 

Make sure your gear is waterproof, be prepared to get wet! This is a 
ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ /ƻǊƻƳŀƴŘŜƭ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

Transport: Club Bus 
Driver: Simon Rainger 
Bus Cost: $47 members, $55 non-members (includes the Friday night 

$13 camp fee) 
Destination: Kauaeranga Valley, Shag Stream campsite (100m before 

DOC Visitors Centre). 
Departure: Friday 7.00pm Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Road 
NO DINNER BREAK EN ROUTE 
 
 
 

Tuhua (Mayor Island) ɀ 25-28 January (Auckland 
Anniversary Weekend)  

 

 

Known for its spectacular scenery, Maori history, black obsidian from past 
volcanic activity and surrounding marine life. 

Saturday boat from Tauranga to South East Bay (Opo). 2 hours. Set up 
camp. Afternoon walk to Tokimatea Point, Western Bay (Omapu), 
Honeymoon Bay (Otiora), return to track 
junction, via Ruawaipiro Pass up to 
Tutaretare (320m), return to camp. 4.5 
hours. 

Sunday around the island, up over 
Ruawaipiro Pass, through Te Ananui Flat, 
Hurihurihanga Bay (short distance off 
track), descend to crater floor to Lake 
Aroarotamahine (Green) return via the 
Devil's Staircase to camp. 8 hours. 

Monday over Ruru Pass and down to 
explore Lake Te Paritu (Black), then head 
west along the crater floor and back over Ruawaipiro Pass to return to 
camp. 4 hours. Boat departure 2-2.30pm. 
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Leader:  Margaret Law ( 0212554124  
Note:   There are a few wasps on Tuhua, so be prepared.  
Transport:   Club bus 
Driver:   Chris Burnett 
Destination Friday night: Omokoroa Kiwi Holiday Park, 165 Omokoroa 

Road, Omokoroa, Tauranga. 
Bus Cost:   $40 members, $50 non-members 
Boat Cost:   $120 per person return if 15 people ($1800 return is the 

boat rate). 
Accommodation Cost Friday night: $22 per person. Sleep on the bus. 
Tuhua Camping Cost: $33 per person for 2 nights. Includes Landing Fee. 
Trip Deposit:  for Holiday Park Friday night, camping on Tuhua and boat:  

$60 to be paid by 10 December 2018 to secure your place 
on this trip. Final Payment (yet to be determined) by 20 
January 2019. 

Departure:   Friday 7.00pm Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Road 
NO DINNER BREAK EN ROUTE 
 
 
 

Rangitoto  and Motutapu Island s ɀ 22-24 February  
Your weekend staying on Rangitoto Island at Islington Bay at Devonport 
Girls Brigade bach. 

An opportunity to wander on Rangitoto and Motutapu, swim, kayaks 
available. Keith and Jean will take maps/brochures, or bring your own.  

This bach is booked from Friday through to Sunday afternoon. Sleeps 14. 
NO camping. 

Weekend Organisers: Keith Ayton and Jean Barton ( 630 7010 

TRANSPORT 
Option 1 - Auckland Sea Shuttles  
$45 per person return (or $205 minimum return for up to 8 people). 10 
per boat load. Departure Friday early evening and Sunday mid-afternoon. 
Exact times to be determined at a later date. 
Option 2 - Fullers ferry  
Summer timetable and prices not yet finalised. At present $33 return. 
Friday last ferry 12.30pm to Islington Bay, Saturday 7.30am, 9am etc and 
various times Sunday afternoon. 
Cost of accommodation: $6 per person per night to be paid in cash on 
the weekend. 
  



 

 
16 

Sunrise on Mt Hikurangi 

Mount Hikurangi  ɀ 22-24 March  
Visit and climb the sacred mountain of Ngati Porou. Hikurangi is New 
ZealandΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƴƻƴ-volcanic mountain and has two summits, male and 
female. LǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ Ŧirst mountain to see the sunrise. 

Friday: Meet at Gisborne Airport 
5pm. Drive to marae 
accommodation at Ruatoria.  
2 - 2.5 hours. There are several 
maraes at Ruatoria. 
Accommodation not yet 
finalized. 

Saturday am: Drive to Mt. 
Hikurangi carpark, 50 mins. Walk 
up 4WD road to carvings, 10kms 
uphill, 3 - 4 hours.  

These are a series of nine carved 
artworks created for the 
millennium. A local Ngati Porou guide will give a commentary on the story 
behind each carving relating to Hikurangi and what it means to Ngati 
Porou. Cost of local guide not yet known. 

Walk up to hut and settle in, 30 mins. 

Saturday pm or Sunday am: Climb Hikurangi. 3 hours return to hut. 

Sunday pm: descend to carpark and return to Gisborne/Auckland. 

Note: Hut is already booked with Ngati Porou Trust. $15 per person for 
Saturday night. Sleeps 10. No camping at hut. 

Leader: TBA 

TRANSPORT TO GISBORNE 
Option 1 Fly Auckland to Gisborne return (approx. $400 return). Flight to 
arrive Gisborne by 4.30pm Friday. Return flight after 5pm Sunday. 

Option 2 Private car. Drive to Gisborne airport. Arrive by 4.30pm Friday. 
Return leaving Gisborne after 5pm Sunday. Suggest paying your driver 
10c per km. Long term parking at airport $10 for 12 - 24 hours per car. 

TRANSPORT GISBORNE TO MT HIKURANGI 
By minivan ($180 per day x 2 days + diesel, hire cost divided between 10 
people). Van Driver: Russell Allen. 

Note: Depending on final number of people flying and/or driving, 
transport arrangements may change. 

To be updated as more information comes to hand. Watch this space! 



 

 
17 

Motu Trail Ride  ɀ 5-7 April  

Two days mountain biking the popular Motu Trails. 

Friday travel by private/shared car to Opotiki 340km, 5hr travel time via 
Matamata and Tauranga. 

Option 1 
Motu Trail Backbackers $35pp/night, two nights 

Saturday Matawai to Opotiki including the Pakihi Track Grade 4, has some 
steep drop offs. 
Shuttle $50 to Matawai (1hr), cycle 75 km (33 km on the road 300m 
climb, 21 km Pakahi Track mostly downhill, 23km Otara Rd), 800m 
descent. 6 to 8 hrs. 
Optional shuttle drop off points, Park Boundary $65, cycle 53 km ride (9 
km on the road, 100m climb, 21 km Pakahi Track, 23 km Otara Rd), 
shorter ride. 
Sunday Dunes Trail 20 km, travel home, swim at Ohope.  

Option 2 
Motu Trails loop 91km over two days, Saturday night in a farm stay, 
midway. 
Saturday 40km uphill ride on Motu Rd (Dunes Trail 10 km, 24 km to 
Toatoa 400m climb), overnight. 
Sunday down the Pakihi Track (12km uphill, 250m climb, 21 km Pakahi 
Track, 23 km Otara Rd to Opotiki). 

Leader: Murray Gifford ( 021 774290 
Call Murray to book a spot, indicate an option preference and whether 
you could provide transport, or need to hire a bike. 

Bookings close on 1 March. 

Bikes can be hired from $65/day. 

See the Motu Trails website for further information. 

  

https://motutrails.co.nz/
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The famous Kylie Biv loo 

Ruahines Easter/ Anzac Extended ɀ 19-28 April  
Plans for our Easter trips into the Ruahines are percolating nicely and will 
be finalised shortly ς keep checking the website. 

The extended trip will be an 8-10 day private car Fit adventure into 
several less-visited sections of the park. Untracked wilderness, arduous 
terrain, exposed tops, potential winter conditions and several nights 
camping make this a trip for fit and experienced trampers only. 

Friday 19 drive from Auckland to Sentry Box Hut track start on Mangleton 
Road (6hrs), climb to ridgeline, south to Parks Peak Hut. 2½ hrs.  

Saturday 20 drop to upper Makaroro, up Totara Spur, 
south along main ridge (possible detour to Kylie Biv), 
camp at tarns before Maroparea. 7 hrs. 

Sunday 21 Continue south on main ridge past 
Sparrowhawk Biv to Sunrise Hut. 7 hrs. 

Monday 22 climb to Te Atuaoparapara, head north on 
ridge over pt 1546 into bush to meet track dropping 
to Wakelings Hut. 5 hrs.  

Monday 23 climb to Rangotea, north along Mokai Patea Range, down 
spur over pt 1247 to Otukota Hut. 6-7 hrs. 

Tuesday 24 down Maropea/Waikamaka River to Iron Bark Hut (high level 
track if river is high). Short day, 4 hrs. 

Wednesday 25 follow river down 1 km, ascend track to Ohutu Ridge, 
continue to pt 1298 and locate and follow taped trapping line across to Te 
Rakaunuiakura and Ruahine Corner Hut. 7 hrs. 

Thursday 26 take ridge to Potae, track to main ridge then over Piopio past 
Aranga hut site and around to Parks Peak Hut. 8 hrs. 

Friday 27 ς Sunday 29 spare days; return to cars, back to Auckland. 

Contact: Dennis Brown ( 6200144 e-mail dennis.brown@xtra.co.nz 
Notes:  - Trip is weather dependent and subject to change. 
 - Get in quick! Numbers are limited. 
  

April 2015, snow blankets the Wakelings - Te Atuaoparapara ridge after an overnight storm.  
Photo: Pete Waworis 

mailto:dennis.brown@xtra.co.nz
https://www.getoutdoorsnz.kiwi/index.php/trip-reports/tramping-trip-reports-images/322-our-trips/tramping-hiking/3937-northern-ruahine-circuit-2015-trip-images

