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 Bivvy bliss 
 

 

* Experience the Taranaki Winter Wonderland in August 

* Tackle the Ureweras over Labour Weekend  

* Canoe the Whanganui next Waitangi Weekend
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CLUB CONTACTS 
President: 
Tony Walton ( 630 2591 
president@aucktramping.org.nz 

Secretary: 
David Holl ( 309 4906 
secretary@aucktramping.org.nz 

Treasurer: 
Michael Champion ( 027 225 4451 
treasurer@aucktramping.org.nz 

Trips Co-ordinator:  
Andrew Murdoch ( 021 489 206 
trips@aucktramping.org.nz 

Sunday Trips: 
Russell Allen ( 276 8770  
russell_allen84@hotmail.com 

Weekend Trips: 
Margaret Law  ( 021 255 4124 
margaret.j.law@gmail.com 

Wednesday Trips: 
Linda Webber ( 817 5111 

Transport & Equipment: 
Keith Ayton ( 630 7010 
transport@aucktramping.org.nz 

Membership Admin 
Liz Ware  ( 524 7409 
membership@aucktramping.org.nz 

Distribution: 
Colin Wright ( 620 6713 
distribution@aucktramping.org.nz 

Wanderlust Editor: 
Dennis Brown ( 620 0144 
wanderlust@aucktramping.org.nz 

Website: 
Tony Walton ( 630 2591 
website@aucktramping.org.nz  

Social Convenor: 
Chris Burnett ( 521 6200 
burnett@eo.net.nz 

Huts Co-ordinator: 
Robin Houston ( 817 7849 
huts@aucktramping.org.nz 

Ngaro Te Kotare Hut: 
John Dalley ( 021 216 5568 
nkhut@aucktramping.org.nz 

No calls after 9.00pm please 
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The deadline for the August 2019 
Wanderlust is Friday 19 July. 

Please send contributions to 
wanderlust@aucktramping.org.nz 
with Wanderlust as the subject.  

The deadlines for contributions each 
month can be viewed on the club 
website on the Wanderlusts page 
under the News menu. 

 

The deadlines for 
contributions each 
month can be viewed 
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https://www.aucktramping.org.nz/index.php/news/wanderlusts


 
3 

 
 
 
This is being written before our AGM on June 20 - to date no 
ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ !¢/Ωǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
likely outcome is that I will continue reluctantly in that role, 
although keen to delegate a number of the things I get 
involved with to other members of the club. 

On the Waitakeres front Auckland Council has now published 
its revised Waitakeres Track Plan (a link to it is available from 
the Track Closures page on our website), with more 
information on planned reopening years over the next 5 year 
period for selected tracks, a few additions into the five year 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ άLƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜέ Ŧƻllowing 
public feedback. These are all positive, if fairly minor tweaks to the overall 
status of the Waitakeres over the medium term. 

!ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŜǘŀƭ κ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪ κ 
construct steps for the whole track (eg Omanawanui from start to finish), 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ 5h/Ωǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘǊŀŎƪ 
upgrades on just the sections of the track around the kauri trees (eg 
Govan Wilson to Dome walkway).  

Recently as part of consultation on the proposed National Pest 
Management Plan (kauri related), MPI requested feedback on future 
national track standards for kauri areas. Both FMC and ATC submitted 
that the DOC approach is a pragmatic solution from many viewpoints, 
including risk to kauri, forest health, ratepayer / taxpayer funding, and 
provides a better balance of conservation and recreation interests in re-
establishing controlled access to our forests. When released, we will be 
reading the final NPMP with interest. 

Our recent membership brainstorming session attracted a good 
attendance from a good range of members, thanks. It produced a number 
of ideas for how to expand our membership base, and how to better 
understand the expectations and interests of all members. Please 
continue to send your suggestions through, because it is an ongoing 
activity of thinking hard about what we do and how we present ourselves 
to current and prospective future members. If you want a copy of the 
notes produced so far from our discussions so far, please email me. I now 
have a request out for a few people especially interested in this topic to 
help with tracking and following up on actions arising ς please let me 
know if you can assist with that.  

 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÏÌÕÍÎ 



 

 
4 

Summer trips planning is now underway, with the period immediately 
following Christmas targeting the wider Arthurs Pass area, and the second 
half of February in the Lewis area. A summer bonus will be a 4 day 
canoeing trip down the Whanganui River, taking advantage of Waitangi 
Day being on a Thursday next year ς see page 18. 

We will also be running more frequent multi day trips planning sessions ς 
the next one is on Monday July 15th, with a target of drafting through the 
summer and autumn months. And allocating time at each club night for 
discussing the detail of imminent multi day trips. 

Tony Walton 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Maureen Harris  
Maureen recently passed away, having been a club member for 37 years.  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ у ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǾƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
for one year, Wednesday trips organiser for several years, and a long time 
facilitator of the separate Veterans group.  

Further back she had been an active multi day tramper, including with the 
Interim trips.  

Her funeral was well attended by ATC people.  

On the back of the service booklet, there is photo of her beside a trig 
point at 723m ς does anyone recognise this location? 

 
 
 

  

News and views 
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Subscription Renewal Time  
Shortly you will receive a renewal notice, either via email or via NZ Post, 
so please look out for that and renew your membership promptly so that 
ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  

If your renewal notice does not arrive by early July, please let us know, as 
your email or postal address might have changed since we last contacted 
you. Contact Liz Ware at membership@aucktramping.org.nz or David Holl 
at secretary@aucktramping.org.nz. 
 
 
 

Te Whare Okioki  
The new hut in the Kaimais being constructed almost entirely by 
volunteer labour ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƘŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ Χ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΗ 

As you can see from ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 5h/ 
hut ς different shape, materials, design.  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ popular destination, being 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ о ŀƴŘ с ƘƻǳǊǎΩ ǿŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ т ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊƻŀŘ ŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 
Kaimai. Although being owned and maintained by the Kaimai Ridgeway 
Trust, it will be bookable via the DOC 
booking system. 

When we know the official opening date 
weΩll organise an ATC group to take part in 
that exciting day. 

Huge kudos to the Kaimai Ridgeway Trust, 
and  Bay of Plenty Deerstalkers.  

mailto:membership@aucktramping.org.nz
mailto:secretary@aucktramping.org.nz
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Weekend Trips news  
Details are out for two upcoming long weekend trips that are bound to 
get your juices flowing: 

¶ Labour weekend in the Ureweras 
¶ Canoeing the Whanganui over Waitangi weekend next year. 

Check out the details on pages 17 and 18, and get in quick! 
 
 
 

DOC News 
HAKARIMATA STEPS SMASHED 
A deluge on 5 June caused a large rock to come tumbling down and 
smash into the steps on the Hakarimata Summit track. 

Half a dozen steps are broken, and a jack hammer will be needed to break 
up the rock before they can be replaced. 

But never fear, the slip is easily passed and you can still wheeze your way 
up the rest of the 1349 steps without problem. 
 

HIHI IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE 
A record number of hihi (stitchbird) have fledged on Tiritiri Matangi this 
breeding season. How many? 252. 

By the 1890s hihi had disappeared from 
everywhere in the North Island except Little Barrier. 
Same old culprits ς predators and habitat loss. 

Efforts to bring them back from the brink of 
extinction have been encouragingly successful ς 
there are now populations at 7 pest-free sites, most 
of those birds originally translocated from Tiritiri. 
 

FOUR SISTERS WALK CLOSED 
Kauri dieback has been found at the 4 Sisters in the 
Waipoua, and the walk was closed on 20 May until 
further notice. 

¢ƘŜ ¢ņƴŜ aŀƘǳǘŀ ŀƴŘ ¢Ŝ aŀǘǳŀ bƎŀƘŜǊŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ 
remain open. 

Yep, our July Waipoua weekend Easy and Medium 
trips had both planned to walk this track. bƻǘ ƴƻǿ Χ   
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July 
July 6 Saturday Tramp ς Coromandel 
July 10 Wednesday Tramp ς Piha 
July 12-14 Weekend Trip ς Waipoua Coastal Walkway 
July 18 Club night ς Ruahine & Kaweka/Kaimanawa trips 
July 19-21 Kaimai track maintenance 
July 21 Sunday Tramp ς [ŀƪŜ ²ŀƛƴŀƳǳΣ hΩbŜƛƭƭ .ŀȅ 
July 24 Wednesday Tramp ς Tamaki Estuary and Eastern 

Suburbs 
July 26-28 Kokako weekend  
July 27-28 Day trips ς Maungatautari, Te Tapui 
 
August 
August 3-14 Extended trip ς Abel Tasman & Queen Charlotte 
August 4 Sunday Tramp ς Dome Valley 
August 11 Sunday Tramp ς Manukau Coast 
August 14 Wednesday Tramp ς Goldies and Lake Wainamu 
August 15 Club night ς Expeditions to Latin America and 

Polar regions  
August 23-25 Weekend trip ς Taranaki 
August 30-1 Sept Kaimai Track Maintenance 

Some details subject to change.  

Your ATC diary  

Club Nights  
July 18  An account of two recent North Island multi-day trips - an epic 
eight day Ruahine circuit by two Club groups over the Easter/Anzac 
period, and a six day Kaweka ς Kaimanawas crossing. 

August 15  Flavio Stadnik from Viva Expeditions on that companyΩs trips 
to Latin America and Polar regions 

September 19  Ian Roberts and Martin Woodhead on their Japan trip ς 
see IanΩs report page 25. 
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To join a day 
trip  
Just meet at the 

departure point - you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪΦ 

If this is your first trip 
with the club, please 
phone the leader 
beforehand for advice. 

Payment: on the day, 
cash only. Please bring 
exact amount. 

Saturday  

 
 
 

 

6 July ɀ Coromandel: Waiomu Kauri 
Grove/Te Puna  

Medium Starting at Waiomu, follow the Waiomu Kauri 
Grove up to the magnificent kauri grove, with healthy 
kauri trees and great views, then continue up till 
reaching the Te Puru track, then follow this back down 
to Te Puru Creek Rd, passing one of the best 
specimens of kauri around. There is a short river walk 
at the end due to erosion of the track. Time approx. 6 
hours. 
Leader:  Martin Woodhead ( 021 397 734 

Transport: Club bus   
Driver: Chris Burnett 
Destination: Waiotahi Rd 
Departure: 8.00am Club garage, 31 Sandringham 

Rd, Kingsland. 
 8.15am cnr Omahu & Lillington Rds, Greenlane 
Trip cost: $20 members, $25 non-members. Pay in cash on the day. 
Note: Early start & late finish and new Greenlane pickup point 
 
 
 

Wednesday 10 July ɀ Piha  
First we will look at the upgraded Kitekite Falls and then do the coast 
from South Piha to North Piha, Laird Thompson track and Whites Beach. 
Return same way. 

Leader: Linda Webber (  817 5111 
Transport: Club bus  
Driver:  Brian Alexander ( 622 2138, Mob 027 422 0050  
Destination: End of Glen Esk Rd, Piha 
Departure: 9.00am Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Rd, Kingsland 

 9.15am Gymnasium carpark, Olympic Park, Portage Road, 
New Lynn 

Cost:   $10 members, $15 non-members. Pay in cash on the day. 
Note: Shorter/Alternative option available 
 

Day trips programme  
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Sat/Sun 13-14 July no tramp  
But see Waipoua Coastal Walk page 13. 
 
 
 

Sunday 21 July ɀ ,ÁËÅ 7ÁÉÎÁÍÕ Ǫ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ "ÁÙ  
An enjoyable fairly easy day with the possibility of staying around Lake 
Wainamu for those looking for an easy day out. 

Medium/Easy Starting from the car park on Bethells Rd take the circular 
track around Lake Wainamu, return past the bus and follow track up Te 
Henga Recreation Reserve up to the top of the cliff at Tangihau Point, 
ǘǳǊƴ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ hΩbŜƛƭƭΩǎ ōŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ōǳǎΦ 

Note: Crossing the Steam may not be possible after heavy rain in which 
case we will explore the beach area south. 

Leader: Karen Wesley ( 575 2800 
Transport: Club bus 
Driver: TBA 
Destination: Car park on side of Bethells Rd, at entrance to Lake 

Wainamu 
Departure: 8.30am Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Rd, Kingsland 
 9.15am Walk starts. 
Cost:   $10 members, $15 non-members. Pay in cash on the day. 
 
 
 

Wednesday 24 July ɀ Tamaki Estuary and Eastern 
Suburbs  
This is a new take on the Tamaki River walks we have done in the past. It 
will include Churchill Park, Glover Park, St Heliers, Kohimaramara, St 
Johns Bush, Glen Innes and then on to the more familiar Wai-o-Taki and 
Tahuna Torea Reserves and back to cars. 

Leader: Linda Webber (  817 5111 
Transport: Private cars  
Meet: 9.45am Glendowie Rd 
 (Riddell Rd end in a small car park on the right looking out 

over the Tamaki Estuary)  
Note: Shorter/Alternative option available 
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Two new (to the Club) day trips in the Matamata area 

Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 July ɀ Maungatautari 
Traverse/Te Tapui Scenic Reserve  

 
 
 

SATURDAY ς MAUNGATAUTARI TRAVERSE 
A traverse of Mt Maungatautari and Mt Pukeatua which makes a great 
day trip and a chance to visit a reserve that has been completely enclosed 
by a mammal-proof fence.  

It ends up at a visitors centre with a good display of wildlife as well as 
eats. 

Medium Starting from end of Hicks Rd, cross 
farmland to the edge of the bush, where the track 
climbs steadily through bush to the summit. Next 
the track traverses through an old crater, undulates 
for a couple of hours before arriving at the next 
peak, Pukeatua. (It is possible to avoid this by 
taking an easy quad bike track to the saddle below 
the Pukeatua peak and then climb to the top in 
about 10 minutes.)  

From the summit there are good views. Complete 
the track to the visitors centre. Approx. 5 hours.  

Easy Use the quad bike track all the way to the 
visitors centre.  

Accommodation: Book your own camping site or 
cabin at Opal Springs Holiday Park: 
http://www.opalhotsprings.co.nz ( 0800 800 198.  
Hot pools are free to guests - they close at 9pm.  
Bring your togs.  
 
SUNDAY ς TE TAPUI LOOP TRACK 
Easy Starting at Piakonui Rd, walk the loop anticlockwise, on well-marked 
track climbing to a summit at 495m. Approx. 2 hrs. Although quite short, 
it is very worthwhile.  

Leave Opal Springs: 9.00am, walk starts 9.30am. 

We should be finished by 12.00 and back in Auckland by 3.00pm with a 
stop for lunch on the way back.  

  

Maungatautari canopy tower 

http://www.opalhotsprings.co.nz/


 

 
11 

Leader:  Russell Allen ( 276 8770; 021 0480380 
Transport: Club bus 
Driver:  Rudy Melster 
Destination: End of Hicks Rd, Maungatautari 
Departure: 8.00am Club garage, 31 Sandringham Rd, Kingsland 
 Walk starts approx. 10.30am 
NB:  No second pickup point (not suitable to leave cars at 

Greenlane) 
Bus Cost: $35 members, $40 non-members. Pay in cash on the day. 
Booking: Book your own accommodation for Saturday night at Opal 

Springs Holiday Park. Please advise Russell via email that 
you will be joining this trip - russellallen8484@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Wednesday 14 August  ɀ Goldies and Lake Wainamu  
First we will drive to Horseman Rd and do Goldies Bush and return to 
Horseman Rd.  

Then drive to Lake Wainamu and do the loop around the 
lake.  

Leader: Linda Webber (  817 5111  
Transport: Car pool 
Meet: 9.30am ς In the Gymnasium carpark, Olympic 

Park, Portage Road, New Lynn 
 We will then car pool from here to Horseman 

Rd.  
Please Note:  There will be no meeting point at 

Sandringham Rd  
Note: Shorter/Alternative option available 
 
 
 

Sunday 4 August ɀ Dome Valley Forest Walkway  
Medium Travel north to south down this forested section of the Te 
Araroa Walkway in the hills behind Matakana.  

After the drop off on Govan Wilson Road we walk past Conical Peak, and 
then take the track down through the forest to Waiwhiu stream, which is 
followed for a while before being crossed onto a forestry road. From 
there it is a solid climb up to the point where we enter the forest again.  


